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1. Policy Executive Meeting Update  

• The final Policy Executive (PE) meeting for 2022 was held on 9 December 2022.  

• Items discussed by the PE at this meeting included:   
o Discussion on the 2023 LGAQ Advocacy Action Plan. 

o Discussion on our approach for the upcoming Federal Budget submission. 

o An update on funding for QWRAP program 

o And updates on the QCoast2100, Climate Resilient Councils Symposium and expansion of 

the Great Barrier Reef program. 

• Minutes from the December 2022 PE meeting have been posted on Congruent, available here. 

• The next Policy Executive Meeting will be held on 17 February 2023. 

LGAQ Contact: Sarah Vogler - External Relations Director 

2. Housing Advocacy and Campaign Update 

Outcomes from the Queensland Housing Summit and Upcoming Housing Roundtable (March 2023) 

• An Outcomes Report from the Queensland Housing Summit, held on 20 October 2022, was 
released on 1 December 2022 containing key actions focussed on increasing housing and land 
supply as well as housing support initiatives.  

• Many of the housing support initiatives outlined in the Report align with key advocacy priorities of 
Queensland councils and the LGAQ to support Queenslanders in most need, including:  

o $11.7 million to expand tenancy sustainment responses to support vulnerable people to 

maintain their tenancies 

o $10 million to expand private rental assistance products and services for people 

experiencing severe rental stress to prevent them losing their tenancies 

o $8.5 million additional support for after-hours homelessness outreach services 

o $10 million to deliver more temporary emergency accommodation with onsite support 

o A further boost of $5 million to the Immediate Housing Response package, to enable 

people at risk of homelessness to remain housed 

o $3.3 million for cost-of-living relief, including emergency relief and food relief. 

• In relation to housing and land supply measures, the following key actions also align with current 
local government advocacy priorities:  

o Boosting the Housing Investment Fund to $2 billion, with returns of $130 million a year 

now available to support an increased target of 5600 new social and affordable home 

commencements by 30 June 2027. 

o Conducting an audit of state government-owned land and buildings for opportunities for 

residential use 

o $5 million for a Community Engagement and Awareness Campaign on growth and 

housing diversity 

o $2.5 million to support the review of the South-East Queensland Regional Plan 

o Facilitating industry adoption of housing diversity and best practice through 

demonstration projects and capacity building. 

• The LGAQ is however concerned with the approach being taken by the State Government to 
progress housing related planning reforms through amendments to the Planning Regulation 2017, 
without broad consultation. Many of these amendments are resulting in a loss of powers for councils 
to make certain development from being assessable under a planning scheme. See Item 7 below 
for a summary of recent Planning Regulation 2017 amendments. 

• The State Government has committed to reconvene a Queensland Housing Roundtable in March 

2023 (date to be confirmed), and the LGAQ will be continuing to engage with councils in the lead 

up to this roundtable and throughout 2023.  

https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11294
https://www.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/333366/Housing-Summit-outcomes-report.pdf?_cldee=qpHa6dZOoYZy_Oxmj-6KEJ6qEFmIftSYWnMOkxEB94-1i4hkcrKwg7hrAoC8_Kyc&recipientid=contact-597634bf7960ec118f8f00224812277d-631c8a4b8b6c41a682f78ed09439dd26&esid=6c0c09d1-1771-ed11-81ac-0022489336d6
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• The LGAQ is also including a range of housing related funding asks in the LGAQ State and Federal 

Budget submissions, aligned with previous LGAQ Annual Conference resolutions.    

LGAQ Contacts: Crystal Baker, Lead - Planning & Development & Samantha Dean, Campaign Planner 

3. Energy Transformation of Queensland - Queensland’s Energy and Jobs Plan 

• The Queensland Government wants community voices to continue to guide how the energy 
transformation can deliver real and lasting benefits to Queensland regions.  

• Regional consultation on the draft Partnerships Framework will be undertaken from Mar 2023 to 
mid-2023 to give communities the opportunity to shape and tailor the framework for their local 
community. More details on the community consultations can be found here: 
https://www.epw.qld.gov.au/energyandjobsplan/have-your-say. 

• As the impacts from the renewable developments will impact communities in many ways, the LGAQ 
is encouraging members to participate and share the challenges and explore opportunities for the 
change that is coming.  

LGAQ Contact: Paul Cranch, Manager - Infrastructure and Economic Development Policy 

4. State Government responds to OIA Parliamentary Inquiry 

• In mid-January, the State Government released its response to the final report of the Parliamentary 

Inquiry into the Office of the Independent Assessor. A copy of the response is available here. 

• It was very pleasing to see that all 40 recommendations were either supported, or supported in-
principle. The Committee report outlined 40 recommendations to overhaul the administration of the 
system, reflecting the submissions made to the Inquiry by individual mayors, councillors, CEOs and 
the LGAQ. 

• We have already begun strong engagement with the State Government on implementation of key 
reforms needed to make the current councillor complaints system more workable, consistent and 
balanced. 

• We are determined to ensure that recommendations are implemented quickly, which will include 
legislation before the Parliament, and that in doing so none of the recommendations are watered 
down.  

• This work will also see the Conflict-of-Interest changes members worked on with the LGAQ in 2021, 
and agreed to by the Deputy Premier, progressed as well.  

• Key issues that the LGAQ has pursued on your behalf included: 
o Faster resolution of matters 
o Properly dealing with frivolous or vexatious complainants 
o Refusing anonymous complaints 
o Councillor Conduct Register should only be for substantiated matters 
o The cost to councils and councillors of the current system 
o Common sense conflict-of-interest laws 
o How to manage social media trolls 
o Freedom of political expression to do your job 
o More oversight and transparency 

• A detailed overview of key asks and recommendations can be found here. 

• As LGAQ President Mayor Mark Jamieson said on the day the report was released: 
“The onus should now be on the Independent Assessor ensure the Committee’s recommended 
changes are implemented from the top down, or the Government should consider whether it is now 
time to change direction and appoint someone else to lead the body going forward.” 

LGAQ Lead Contact for this matter: Sarah Vogler, External Relations Director or Nathan Ruhle, Lead – 
Intergovernmental Relations  

https://www.epw.qld.gov.au/energyandjobsplan/have-your-say
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/tableoffice/tabledpapers/2023/5723T19-0121.pdf
https://file-au.clickdimensions.com/lgaqasnau-atwuh/files/oia2022updateoct2022.pdf?m=10/14/2022%202:51:23%20AM&_cldee=NkibaP2zfJXGyKGTK4feuchErQNpPJcBFTpeUVRFpxpzLozQBl4nqrpVZVldplSk&recipientid=contact-be2760296255eb11a81200224814c652-3da26b8ba7ec439d8aa8b98488352b49&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Media%20Releases&esid=40376a70-694b-ed11-bba1-00224818a3ac
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5. Local government electoral expenditure caps 

• On 1 December 2022, the State Government introduced legislation into the Parliament that will 

establish local government electoral expenditure caps, to be in place ahead of the 2024 quadrennial 

local government elections.  

• These changes are the result of significant consultation, including two discussion papers, a previous 

Parliamentary Inquiry and a special meeting convened by the LGAQ in 2019.  

• The expenditure cap scheme being proposed for local government elections is similar to the laws 

that are already in place for Queensland state elections. 

• The State Development and Regional Industries Committee is undertaking a review of the 

legislation, with submissions having closed on 20 January 2023.  

• A total of 24 submissions were received by the Committee, including by the LGAQ – available here. 

• While the overall policy framework settings adopted in the Bill are sound and have been developed 

as a result of significant consultation, this is a new scheme and mitigating against loopholes can be 

challenging, which is why safeguards are important.   

• While not subject to the current Bill, there was previously a proposal to change the voting system 

for local government elections to introduce compulsory preferential voting and/or proportional 

representation. This was first mooted in the 2019 discussion paper, but subsequently ruled out. The 

LGAQ submission includes restating the firm view that our members are strongly opposed to the 

introduction of compulsory preferential voting for local government elections, as we firmly outlined 

in 2019 following the passing of a member resolution and our sector-wide campaign on the issue. 

Queensland councils strongly restated their opposition to any changes, unanimously 

endorsing a resolution at the 2022 Annual Conference in Cairns, stating: 

 

“The LGAQ calls on the State Government to retain the current voting system for local 

government elections, respecting the views of Queenslanders, Queensland councils and the 

recommendations of the State-commissioned report into local government elections.” 
 

• The LGAQ appeared at a public hearing on 31 January, in support of our submission.  

• A final report will be provided to the Parliament by 24 February 2023. 

LGAQ Contacts: Sarah Vogler, External Relations Director or Nathan Ruhle, Lead – Intergovernmental 
Relations  

6. Rural and Remote Councils Compact 

• The most recent meeting of the Policy and Legislation Committee which underpins the work of the 
Rural and Remote Councils Compact occurred on 17 November 2022, with the meeting 
communique available on Congruent here. 

• Compact members welcomed the recent appointment of new Compact Guardian, Mayor Andrew 
Martin and thanked Mayor Robbie Dare for his work over the first year. 

• The Office for Rural and Regional Queensland in the Department of Premier and Cabinet provided 
an update on recent community forums and actions to be progressed from that engagement.  

• At the meeting, key updates were provided on the strategic priorities of roads, housing and financial 
sustainability. This included an update on: 
o work being progressed with the Department of Transport and Main Roads on Road 

Maintenance Performance Contracts (RMPCs),  
o progression of initiatives from the recent State Housing Summit,  
o an update on the Western Queensland Alliance of Councils work to progress local housing 

action plans, and  
o recent correspondence from the Assistant Minister for Local Government, Nikki Boyd MP, in 

relation to the updated local government sustainability framework.  

https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/com/SDRIC-F506/LGEOLECAB2-1FE0/submissions/00000014.pdf
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11346
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• A lengthy workshop was held to discuss rural economic development and attracting investment into 
rural and remote parts of Queensland. This was raised as an agenda item following discussions at 
a RAPAD meeting earlier in the year in Birdsville. Examples of the current challenges were 
discussed, as well as a discussion to unpack opportunities for a dedicated policy focus from the 
State Government on this issue.  

• An Annual Report for the Compact, which provides a good summary of the discussion and progress 
to date, has now been released and is available here.  

• The next meeting will be held on 16 February 2023. 

LGAQ Contact: Nathan Ruhle, Lead – Intergovernmental Relations  

7. Recent Planning Regulation 2017 Changes  

• Since the Queensland Housing Summit in October 2022, the State Government has introduced 
several amendments to the Planning Regulation 2017 affecting the ability for councils to make 
certain development assessable under a planning scheme:   

Planning (Secondary Dwellings) Amendment Regulation 2022 - took effect 26 September 2022 

• Changes to clarify secondary dwellings (granny flats) can be occupied by non-related persons 
to the main household (announced and took effect on 26 September 2022 – no expiry). See 
Congruent for further information.  

Planning (Emergency Housing) Amendment Regulation 2022 - took effect 21 October 2022 

• Changes to remove the need for planning approval for emergency housing delivered by State 
or local government (announced and took effect on 21 October 2022 – no expiry). See Congruent 
for further information. 

• Changes to allow infrastructure designations for social and affordable housing by a 
registered community housing provider or under a State funded program (announced and 
took effect on 21 October 2022 – no expiry). See Congruent for further information. 

Planning (Rooming Accommodation) Amendment Regulation 2022 - took effect 2 December 2022 

• Changes to remove the ability for councils to make certain small-scale ‘rooming accommodation’ 
in lower density residential zones, assessable under a planning scheme, where certain 
requirements can be met (announced and in effect for 3 years from 2 December 2022 until 2 
December 2025). See Congruent for further information.  

• Changes to update the zone purpose statement for ‘low density residential zone’ and ‘low-
medium density residential zone’ and remove the ability for councils to require planning approval 
for residential uses in low and low-medium density areas, including low rise townhouses in low 
density residential area where not affected by a ‘relevant overlay’ (announced and took effect on 2 
December 2022 – no expiry). See Congruent for further information.  

Planning Amendment Regulation 2022 – took effect 16 December 2022 

• Changes to implement the Queensland Rural Workers’ Accommodation Initiative including the 
below – see Congruent for further information:  
o removing the need for local government planning approval for the repurposing of existing 

underutilised buildings for rural workers’ accommodation on ‘Nominated Premises’ (in 
effect for 3 years from 16 December 2022 to 9 December 2025, unless revoked earlier or 
extended by the Planning Minister) 

o providing that a material change of use for certain rural workers’ accommodation cannot 
be made assessable development by a local planning instrument (in effect for 3 years from 
16 December 2022 to 9 December 2025, unless revoked earlier or extended by the Planning 
Minister). 

https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/local-government/for-councillors/councillor-information/rural-and-remote-councils-compact-and-committee/annual-update-2021-22
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/asmade/sl-2022-0133
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/96181
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11022
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/asmade/sl-2022-0147
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/96398
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11124
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/96404
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11124
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/sl-2022-0182
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/96722
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11351
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/96722
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11351
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/asmade/sl-2022-0195
https://planning.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/planning-issues-and-interests/queensland-rural-workers-accommodation-initiative
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11350
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• Other non-housing related Planning Regulation 2017 amendments were made through the 
Planning Amendment Regulation 2022 and also affect the ability for councils to make certain 
development assessable under a planning scheme including:  
o Changes to include a definition for ‘battery storage facility’, allowing local governments to 

make this use assessable under a planning scheme but removing the need for planning 
approval for certain small battery storage facilities, including pad-mounted batteries up to 
15m2 in footprint or pole-mounted batteries up to 2m3 in size (took effect on 16 December 
2022 – no expiry). See Congruent for further information.  

o Changes to enable the Department of Education to deliver relocatable classrooms and 
associated infrastructure at state schools that are experiencing growth over and above 
current classroom capacity, without first obtaining a development approval under a local 
planning scheme or an infrastructure designation (in effect for 2 years from 16 December 
2022 to 16 December 2024). See Congruent for further information.  

• Please contact Crystal Baker, Lead – Planning & Development if you have concerns regarding any 
of the recent Planning Regulation 2017 amendments outlined above. 

LGAQ Contact: Crystal Baker, Lead – Planning & Development and Climate Risk & Resilience  

8. Queensland Climate Resilient Councils Update 

• Registrations are now open for the Q CRC Symposium on Thursday 2 March 2023 at the Brisbane 
Marriott Hotel. The Symposium will discuss the opportunities and challenges stemming from our 
changing climate and showcase the learnings and successes of the Q CRC program.   

• Registration for the Q CRC Symposium is free of charge. Networking drinks will be held immediately 
following the close of the program. Attendance to networking drinks is optional (Cost: $50 per 
person). Visit Congruent for further information and to register for the event.  

LGAQ Contact: Emma Schofield, Project Manager, Queensland Climate Resilient Councils  

9. Natural Resources and Environment Update 

Stock Route Advocacy Update 

• Between 25 November 2022 and 20 January 2023, the Department of Resources (the Department) 
convened a consultation process with Queensland local governments to finalise amendments to 
the Stock Route Network of Queensland map.  

• The proposed amendments took into consideration comments received by local governments 
during an initial consultation phase, as well as adjustments to provide continuity of the network and 
to capture network usage data collected through the Stock Route Management System (SRMS).   

• The LGAQ is currently in the process of collating feedback from local governments on the impact 
of the proposed amendment to the Stock Route Network of Queensland map through the Local 
Government Stock Route Working Group. A decision will be made by the Local Government Stock 
Route Working Group as to the next course of action to the proposed amendments. 

LGAQ Contact: Joshua Dyke, Lead – Environment and Natural Resources 

Additional Biosecurity officers to support Local Government 

• Biosecurity Queensland has recruited 10 new regional Biosecurity officers at Toowoomba, 
Charleville, Gatton, Dalby, Bundaberg, Townsville, Cairns, Mareeba and South Johnstone, with the 
Department noting challenges in the recruitment of officers in the Central-West and North-West 
regions. 

• The new Biosecurity officers will primarily focus on animal diseases, however, will support other 
Biosecurity Queensland functions as required. 

https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11337
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11349
mailto:Crystal_Baker@lgaq.asn.au
https://comms.lgaq.asn.
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11311&_cldee=BF2M45uTaU5S7ztmRWeX7Bwwoka-J9D8jvxHvuzZcBQJ8NfjunSio0doLUwoi2rO&recipientid=contact-9e4dfb74450ceb11a813000d3a795c19-13e7a5ab91de44e5b10e01710799cc27&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LG%20Online%20Updates&esid=0591cc36-bc96-ed11-aad0-002248156653
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• Biosecurity Queensland has informally noted that they are investigating other options for the North 
West regions. More information on these arrangements will be provided as it comes to hand. 

LGAQ Contact: Joshua Dyke, Lead – Environment and Natural Resources 

2023 LGAQ Natural Resource Management (NRM) Forums 

• The LGAQ is running a series of NRM Forums across Queensland between March and May this 
year, providing an opportunity for local government NRM managers and officers to showcase local 
work, hear from a range of presenters about innovative delivery of NRM projects, and network with 
other councils and stakeholders. 

• Six one-day forums are scheduled across the state. Of relevance, Croydon Shire Council is hosting 
a forum in Croydon on Tuesday 14 March and Cook Shire Council is hosting a forum in Cooktown 
on Thursday 11 May.  

• Registrations are now open, with programs to be released in the coming weeks. Each program will 
be tailored to the issues and needs of the region. Further details and access to registration is 
available on Congruent here. 

LGAQ Contact: Jacqui Hurwood, Policy Officer (Environment and Building)  

Great Barrier Reef Cleaner Road Runoff Project  

• The Cleaner Road Runoff project continues to progress in the delivery of Stage 2b – Pilot Projects 

(Wet Season 2) with the five participating councils collecting runoff samples from their study sites. 
• As of 31 December, there had been 19 significant rainfall events (event that generated enough 

runoff flow in drains to collect a sample) with a total of 13 runoff samples being collected.  
• Preliminary results from the study are showing large volumes of fine sediment are being generated 

from unsealed roads. The Average Total Suspended Sediment (TSS) was 7,358mg/L with a 
median of 6,709mg/L. This is aligned with findings from a previous North Queensland Dry Tropics 
study. 

• Cassowary Coast Regional Council is participating in the study. The LGAQ team thanks the council 
for their commitment and hard work to date for the project. The council team has 7 different study 
segments testing 7 different drainage types and treatments to reduce TSS loads.   

• Megan Forrest (Project Manager, Cleaner Road Runoff) will be undertaking 1-on-1 consultations 
with all Reef Catchment Council Road Teams between January and March 2023. Requesting these 
councils to please reach out for a short 30min online consultation, more information can be found 
on Congruent where bookings can be made.  

LGAQ Contact: Megan Forrest, Project Manager – Cleaner Road Runoff Project  

10. Water and Wastewater Update 

QWRAP Project Update  

• The newly elevated Partner Steering Committee (DDG Water, Head of Advocacy LGAQ, CEO 
qldwater) met on 22 December for the first time and approved the new governance structure. The 
approved Vision and Mission can be found on Congruent. 

• The partner steering committee has agreed to prioritise state-wide research on identified workforce 
issues and has committed $127,000 for this purpose. The QWRAP working group is currently 
scoping the research and will discuss further steps with local QWRAP groups in the coming months. 

• This is a key identified priority of the FNQ water group, which is continuing their work with QTC to 
identify local drivers for workforce issues and whole-of-region workforce planning. 

LGAQ Contact: Jennifer Hartwig, Project Manager – Queensland Water Regional Alliance Program   

https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11324
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11129
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11345
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Urban Water Explorer 

• The Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water (DRDMW) has developed an 
interactive digital dashboard that allows users to explore, visualise and compare data provided by 
water and sewerage service providers across the state.   

• Queensland’s Urban Water Explorer (the Explorer) will support an informed, empowered and 
transparent water industry.  

• The Explorer has now been released and can be accessed via the following link: Queensland Urban 
Water Explorer 

• DRDMW has worked closely with LGAQ, qldwater and a select group of service providers in the 
design of the Explorer to ensure the data appropriately recognises the differences among these 
services state-wide. 

LGAQ Contact: Josephine Raftery, Lead – Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 

 
PFAS National Environment Management Plan (NEMP) 3.0 

• The PFAS national environmental management plan 3.0 is currently out for consultation.  

• It provides guidance on the management of PFAS contamination in the environment which has 
implications for the waste, water and wastewater sectors of local government. 

• Further information on how LGAQ are working with the sector on the development of this national 
policy can be found on our Congruent website here.  

• A reminder that submissions on the draft NEMP close 28th February. To make a direct submission 
to the consultation, members can visit the DAFF website.    

LGAQ Contact: Josephine Raftery, Lead – Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 

11. Waste Update  

Regional Waste Management Plans 

• Work is continuing across Queensland to progress regional plans at a regional/ROC level 

• The LGAQ is working in partnership across four regions (NQ, CQ, Greater Whitsundays and WBB), 
with four further plans developed by their individual region (RAPAD, DDSW, FNQROC, NWQROC).  

• All plans have commenced preparation, with individual plans being close to finalisation. The LGAQ 
and relevant regional waste groups is currently discussing implementation and funding options for 
these plans with the state government.   

• The LGAQ is commencing discussions with the Department of Environment and Science regarding 
the governance of the resulting eight regional plans. A local government led body is being 
advocated for.  

Container Deposit Scheme expansion 

• The Department of Environment and Science has commenced a review into an expansion of the 
Container Deposit Scheme, most notably to include wine and spirit bottles as eligible containers. 

• While this expansion is expected to have a positive effect on resource recovery outcomes across 
Queensland and increase the recovery rate of glass significantly, there are concerns regarding in-
force waste management contracts and flow-over effects into Material Recovery Facility 
management costs and landfill gate fees.  

• The LGAQ will provide a whole-of-sector response to the discussion paper. Please find more details 
here. 

• The State Government additionally has committed to publishing a detailed economic benefit 
analysis, which will also be out for consultation later in February. The LGAQ has organised a 
meeting between the engaged consultants and local government representatives to ensure that 

https://explorer.water.qld.gov.au/
https://explorer.water.qld.gov.au/
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11021
https://haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/nemp-on-pfas
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council concerns are prominent and explored in the economic analysis. The LGAQ will also prepare 
a whole-of-sector submission on this EIA. 

LGAQ Contact: Rudi Pretzler, Lead – Public Health and Waste 

12. 2023 Local Government Heritage Conference & Heritage Survey  

• The 2023 Local Government Heritage Conference is an exciting partnership between the LGAQ, 
the Department of Environment and Science and Fraser Coast Regional Council as host council for 
the event.   

• Registrations will soon be open for the event with further details available on Congruent and 
summarised below:  

o Location: Brolga Theatre, Maryborough 
o Date: Wednesday 22 March and Thursday 23 March 2023 
o Audience: Local government heritage officers, planners and managers with an interest and 

involvement in heritage protection, planning and management 
o Cost: Complimentary 
o Format: A range of interactive workshops, industry presentations, council showcases and 

a site tour showcasing local heritage-listed places and precincts in Maryborough. 

• The conference was an action identified in the recently released 2022 Queensland Heritage 
Implementation Strategy, following recommendations made by the Queensland Heritage Advisory 
Panel (QHAP) in its Final Report (dated September 2021) and the LGAQ presenting to the QHAP 
in July 2021.   

• In preparation for the conference, a local government heritage survey has been developed to gather 
feedback from council officers about how Queensland’s local heritage framework is operating and 
what additional support is needed. The timeframe for completion of the survey by councils has been 
extended to COB Friday 10 February 2023.  

LGAQ Contacts: Crystal Baker, Lead – Planning & Development and Climate Risk & Resilience and 
Jacqui Hurwood, Policy Officer – Environment & Building 

13. Works for Queensland: #BackTo100Mill 

• The LGAQ is continuing in its advocacy to restore funding to the Works for Queensland program 
back to $100 million a year and to secure funding certainty that it will continue to be funded at least 
at this level going forward. 

• A request for an additional $100 million to be allocated to the program was included in the LGAQ’s 
submission to the Queensland Treasurer ahead of Mid-Year Fiscal and Economic Review in 
December 2022.  

• The LGAQ recommenced its public facing ‘Works for Queensland’ campaign in June 2022.  

• View the videos and case studies here: https://www.lgaq.asn.au/BackTo100Mill 

• To date, the campaign has generated over 200K impressions and 52K video plays across social 
media. 

LGAQ Contacts: Samantha Dean, Campaign Planner and Sarah Vogler, External Relations Director 

14. Regional University Centres  

• In January 2023, the LGAQ made a submission to the Queensland Parliamentary Inquiry into the 
delivery of VET in Regional, Rural and Remote Queensland.  

• Upcoming Webinars – register on Congruent 
o Federal Government Department of Education Update 

▪ Learn what the future plans are for the Regional University Centres program and 
tertiary education in regional, rural and remote Australia. We will also hear about 
the affiliated model and what is happening in the Country Universities Centres.  

https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11238&_cldee=Km3Z0-Gepsy2fEhbhWl5jyWVEVqkxmIHHb6dVUPvzBMjPPLjk_EMxwu6bqZ9iNeU&recipientid=contact-8add67ad4755e711810d3863bb3def10-ddc2d00c6c3f4c929c3a7322c65cb211&esid=697c0838-b675-ed11-81ac-00224818ad8e
https://comms.lgaq.asn.
https://comms.lgaq.asn.
https://comms.lgaq.asn.au/c/7/eyJhaSI6Mjk1ODI5NjMsImUiOiJjcnlzdGFsX2Jha2VyQGxnYXEuYXNuLmF1IiwicmkiOiJjb250YWN0LThhZGQ2N2FkNDc1NWU3MTE4MTBkMzg2M2JiM2RlZjEwLWRkYzJkMDBjNmMzZjRjOTI5YzNhNzMyMmM2NWNiMjExIiwicnEiOiIwMi1iMjIzNDgtNDM0NGFkYTRkMWZjNDQyZjhjYjI4MzNmNjI2N2U1MTciLCJwaCI6bnVsbCwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiNCIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnFsZC5nb3YuYXUvX19kYXRhL2Fzc2V0cy9wZGZfZmlsZS8wMDIyLzMzMDc2My9xbGQtaGVyaXRhZ2UtYWR2aXNvcnktcGFuZWwtcmVwb3J0LXNlcHQtMjAyMS5wZGY_X2NsZGVlPUttM1owLUdlcHN5MmZFaGJoV2w1anlXVkVWcWt4bUlISGI2ZFZVUHZ6Qk1qUFBMamtfRU14d3U2YnFaOWlOZVUmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC04YWRkNjdhZDQ3NTVlNzExODEwZDM4NjNiYjNkZWYxMC1kZGMyZDAwYzZjM2Y0YzkyOWMzYTczMjJjNjVjYjIxMSZlc2lkPTY5N2MwODM4LWI2NzUtZWQxMS04MWFjLTAwMjI0ODE4YWQ4ZSJ9/TiH_6m2fdB_CfYYf2w38XA
https://comms.lgaq.asn.au/c/7/eyJhaSI6Mjk1ODI5NjMsImUiOiJjcnlzdGFsX2Jha2VyQGxnYXEuYXNuLmF1IiwicmkiOiJjb250YWN0LThhZGQ2N2FkNDc1NWU3MTE4MTBkMzg2M2JiM2RlZjEwLWRkYzJkMDBjNmMzZjRjOTI5YzNhNzMyMmM2NWNiMjExIiwicnEiOiIwMi1iMjIzNDgtNDM0NGFkYTRkMWZjNDQyZjhjYjI4MzNmNjI2N2U1MTciLCJwaCI6bnVsbCwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiNSIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vaW50aGVsb29wLmRlcy5xbGQuZ292LmF1L2xvY2FsLWdvdmVybm1lbnQtaGVyaXRhZ2U_X2NsZGVlPUttM1owLUdlcHN5MmZFaGJoV2w1anlXVkVWcWt4bUlISGI2ZFZVUHZ6Qk1qUFBMamtfRU14d3U2YnFaOWlOZVUmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC04YWRkNjdhZDQ3NTVlNzExODEwZDM4NjNiYjNkZWYxMC1kZGMyZDAwYzZjM2Y0YzkyOWMzYTczMjJjNjVjYjIxMSZlc2lkPTY5N2MwODM4LWI2NzUtZWQxMS04MWFjLTAwMjI0ODE4YWQ4ZSJ9/AefZh0vAqcKUlci0KRJIVg
https://www.lgaq.asn.au/BackTo100Mill
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11288
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▪ Speakers: Assistant Secretary – Rajan Martin and Duncan Taylor – Country 
University Centre CEO and Founder. 

o Regional Tertiary Education update 
▪ An update from the Commissioner on her work for Regional Tertiary Education  
▪ Speaker – Australia's Regional Education Commissioner – Fiona Nash 

• Submission made to the Federal Government Budget for more funding to continue the Regional 
University Program  

LGAQ Contact: Paul Cranch, Manager - Infrastructure and Economic Development Policy  

15. Qld Resource Industry Development Plan – Current Consultations  

• Three discussion papers have been released this month:  

o Land Access and Coexistence: A review of coexistence principles and coexistence institutions  

o Improving Queensland’s Land Release Process  

o An Enhanced Regulatory Framework for Mining Claims 

• The closing date for submissions on each of the three discussion papers is 24 February 2023 

• Councils can simply organise a time to give feedback rather than drafting their own submission by 

arranging a time with simon_booth@lgaq.asn.au 0409 274 134 

• The Department will be holding limited consultations in the next few weeks, some councils will 

receive invitations directly from the Depart of Resources. 

• All consultation documents can he found at the “Have your say” page here. 

• The LGAQ is keen to hear from councils to develop a combined submission based on feedback. All 

documents can be found on the Congruent page.  

LGAQ Contact: Simon Booth – Lead, Infrastructure, Policy and Regional Communities 

16. Regional Connectivity Program (RCP) 

• The Federal Government announced 2 future rounds of the RCP in the most recent Budget. 

• The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts 

has indicated that draft guidelines will be published in the next few weeks, in anticipation for the 

first round of funding to be open to submissions in April 2023. 

• The program is open to all regional councils, and councils can begin the process of planning and 

making connections with service providers now. 

• Previous rounds of funding and the projects that have been successful can be found here on the 

Departments web page. 

• LGAQ is looking to hold a series of regional workshops to target councils that are working on 

proposals with NBN Co and Telstra. Details will come over the next few weeks – but please call 

Simon for more information if you are interested in developing a proposal now or for the next funding 

round. 

LGAQ Contact: Simon Booth – Lead, Infrastructure, Policy and Regional Communities 

17. LGAQ Submissions Update 

Recent Submissions 

• End-of-Waste Framework Review (1 December) 

• Regional Energy Transformation Partnerships Framework (16 December) 

• Property Law Bill 2022 and Seller Disclosure Scheme Flood History Information (19 December) 

• Livestock brands and earmarks consultation (15 January) 

• Developer Review Panel Discussion Paper (23 January) 

https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11304
https://haveyoursay.resources.qld.gov.au/review-land-access-coexistence
https://haveyoursay.resources.qld.gov.au/improving-land-release-process
https://haveyoursay.resources.qld.gov.au/implement-reforms-for-small-scale-mining
mailto:simon_booth@lgaq.asn.au
https://www.resources.qld.gov.au/qridp/have-your-say
https://congruent.lgaq.asn.au/article/?num=KA-11228
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/media-communications-arts/internet/regional-connectivity-program
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• Delivery of VET in Regional, Rural and Remote Queensland (23 January) 

• Federal Budget Submission (27 January)  

Upcoming Submissions 

• Climate-related financial disclosure (17 February) 

• Draft guidelines for Round 3 of the Regional Connectivity Program (24 February) 

• Land Access and Coexistence: A review of coexistence principles and coexistence institutions (24 

February) 

• Improving Queensland’s Land Release Process (24 February) 

• An Enhanced Regulatory Framework for Mining Claims (24 February) 

• National Environmental Management Plan for PFAS 3.0 (28 February) 

• Inquiry into the Future Drought Fund (3 March 2023) 

• Cost of Living Senate Inquiry (10 March) 


