Water Security
Reliable and affordable water and energy is essential for the FNQ region if it is to have sustainable
economic growth and development. COAG policies including Northern Australia White Paper,
Regionalisation, International Market Access and Indigenous Advancement have identiﬁed the
strategic importance of FNQ to economic and social development.

FNQ has seasonal over and under
water supply with current bulk
storage fully allocated. Bulk storage
and control via new and enlarged
dams is a key solution and offers the
collateral beneﬁts of hydroelectric.
power, lifestyle, resilience and
economic growth opportunities.
It has been demonstrated that
regions with Dams have benefited
significantly compared to regions
without a dam:
The Population growth is
2-3 times higher
Additional public and private sector
investment in infrastructure
Agricultural production growth has
been 60-80% compared to 0—10%
Maturation of supply chains and
technology providing new markets
for higher value produce resulting in
higher value of return
Economic and community
resilience to changes of markets,
policy and conditions.

There are potential opportunities
within:
• CSIRO’s recent resource
assessment of the Flinders Gilbert
catchments found that the area
could add up to 50,000 hectares
of irrigation with a combination of
in-stream and on-farm dams.
• The Gilbert offers the possibility of
irrigation developments exceeding
the scale of the current Ord River
irrigation area. The private sector
is already showing strong interest
in investing in new infrastructure to
support agricultural growth in this
area.2
• The Mitchell river catchment. This
catchment receives almost as
much water as the Murray Darling
Basin (96%) and yet is essentially
untapped largely due to the lack of
water and transport infrastructure.
• Lakeland for increased agricultural
productivity.
• Southern Tablelands (upper
Herbert) for irrigation & ﬂood
mitigation;
• A number of possibilities for urban
and agricultural expansion, and
• Cardstone Hydroelectric Scheme.

The reticulation networks supporting
our communities are just as vital. Much
of this infrastructure was placed in the
50’s and 60’s by central governments
to mitigate the economic effects of
the depression; this infrastructure is
reaching the end of useful life and
beyond the capacity of many local
governments and their communities
to replace while also catering for
population and economic growth.

WATER SECURITY IS
ESSENTIAL FOR:

• Economic resilience,
• Agricultural industry
diversification, viability and
growth, and
• Regional population and
economic growth

https://www.fnqroc.qld.gov.au/files/media/original/005/1bf/1bf/168/LIVE--6638388-v1-FNQROC_DAM_Study_-_final_20210319_FNQROC_LowRes.pdf
² CSIRO. (2015). Flinders and Gilbert agricultural resource assessment.
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