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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE FNQROC DEVELOPMENT MANUAL PLANNING SCHEME POLICY


RECOMMENDATION:

That Council:

1.	Resolve to amend the FNQROC Development Manual Planning Scheme Policy in accordance with Section 22 of the Planning Act 2016 and Chapter 3 Minister’s rules for making and amending a planning scheme policy (PSP).

2.	Resolve to proceed to public consultation of the proposed amendments as required under Chapter 3 Minister’s rules for making and amending a planning scheme policy (PSP).

INTRODUCTION:

Far North Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils (FNQROC) has recently undertaken a review of the Regional Development Manual.  The manual provides a comprehensive set of guidelines for carrying out various civil engineering works within the local government areas of:  Cairns, Cassowary Coast, Cook, Douglas, Mareeba and Tablelands. 

The purpose of these latest amendments (referred to as Issue 8), are to ensure the manual continues to be functional and up to date and to provide a consistent set of standards to which all can refer.

This latest proposed revision (i.e. Issue 8) includes all recommended amendments from submissions received.
BACKGROUND:

Council adopted the FNQROC Development Manual (Version 7) as a Planning Scheme Policy at its meeting on the xxxxx and the policy took effect from xxxxxx 201x.  The Development Manual Planning Scheme Policy (xxxx) supports the Planning Scheme.  	Comment by Rankine Lachlan: Mareeba Shire Council -1 December 2017
Tablelands Regional Council - 1 December 2017, Cairns Regional Council - 11 December 2017, Cassowary Coast Regional Council - 8 January 2018, Douglas Shire Council - 22 January 2018, 
Cook Shire Council 12 February 2018 


COMMENT:

Representatives from each of the local governments continually work together to review and make amendments to the manual.  This is an ongoing process to ensure the manual is contemporary and reflects the needs of the users.

An explanatory statement and summary of the proposed amendments is attached to this report.  To reduce the bulk / size of this report it was deemed impractical to include a copy of all proposed amendments as an attachment to this report, however a hard copy has been on display at the Councillor's Offices in xxxxxx.  

A table summarising the planned actions and responsibilities over the coming months is as follows:

	Action
	Due Date
	Responsibility

	Send marked up development manual and proforma report to councils for Councils to resolve to amend the policy
	16  December 2019
	FNQROC

	Council motion to amend the development manual
	January 2020	Comment by Rankine Lachlan: Meetings of :
Mareeba Shire Council -22 January 2020
Tablelands Regional Council – 23 January 2020, 
Cairns Regional Council - 22 January 2020, 
Cassowary Coast Regional Council -16 January 2020
Douglas Shire Council - 21 January 2020 
Cook Shire Council -  22 January 2020
	Councils

	Advertise the proposed amended policy through:
- Cairns Post
- Tablelander
- Mossman/Port Douglas Gazette
- Innisfail Advocate
- Tully News
- FNQROC Website
Send e-subscriber advice to industry (note – all on mailing list have been moved to Development Manual Subscriber) 
	31 January 2020
	FNQROC

	Workshop with Industry on Proposed changes 6 March 2020
	6 March 2020
	FNQROC
Councils
Industry

	Submissions to FNQROC on the amended manual due 31 March 2020
	31 March 2020
	Councils
Industry

	Send submissions on the amended manual to councils in preparation for next meeting
	6 April 2020
	FNQROC

	Councils to review submissions prior to meeting 13 October 2017
	6 April 2020– 
20 April 2020
	Councils

	Meeting to review and make recommendation on the submissions
	20 April 2020
	FNQROC
Councils

	Send list of submissions and recommendations with final development manual and report to councils for adoption
	4 May 2020
	FNQROC

	Councils to adopt manual and advertise effective date
	May/June 2020
	Councils




As noted above public consultation is currently planned to commence on Friday 31 January 2020 and conclude on 31 March 2020. During this time, two workshops will be undertaken with industry to explain the proposed changes.  The FNQROC Regional Strategic Infrastructure Coordinator has managed the review process and will coordinate the advertising and response to any submissions.  A further report on any submissions received will be presented in the 4th May recommendations to councils, for consideration and incorporation to their reports to Council meetings thereafter, following the public consultation process and subsequent review of submissions received.
CONSIDERATIONS:

Corporate and Operational Plans:

The amendment to the FNQROC Development Manual supports outcome XXX of the Corporate Plan, which is to xxxxxx.

Statutory:

The Regional Development Manual is a Planning Scheme Policy and amendments must follow Chapter 3 Minister’s rules for making and amending a planning scheme policy (PSP). This includes a minimum 20 day consultation period and review and response to any submissions received during the consultation period.

Policy:

The FNQROC Development Manual is a Planning Scheme Policy of Council (xxx).

Financial and Risk:

The risk of not continually updating the manual is that Council will eventually have a manual that is not functional in providing a consistent set of relevant standards to which all can refer.

Sustainability:

Provision of well planned, integrated and timely infrastructure is a core matter to be considered in the preparation of a planning scheme and in achieving financial, environmental and social sustainability.


CONSULTATION:

Council officers across the region have been involved in and contributed to the review of the FNQROC Development Manual.  Industry representatives have also contributed to the review process and these have been considered within the proposed manual.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In accordance with Chapter 3 Minister’s rules for making and amending a planning scheme policy (PSP), the proposed amendments must be advertised for a minimum of 20 days during which the community and industry groups may make comment.  The public consultation period is currently planned to commence on Friday 31 January 2020 and conclude on 31 March 2020.  During this time, two workshops will also be undertaken with the development industry to explain the changes.
OPTIONS:

Council has the option to:

1.	Resolve to amend the FNQROC Development Manual to reflect the proposed amendments and proceed to public consultation

Or

2.	Not amend the FNQROC Development Manual and retain the current adopted version.

CONCLUSION:

The FNQROC Development Manual was prepared to ensure a consistent set of standards across the region.  The manual is a living document that needs to be continually reviewed to ensure it remains contemporary and reflects the needs of the users.

Under Chapter 3 Minister’s rules for making and amending a planning scheme policy (PSP), Council must resolve to amend the Planning Scheme Policy as the first step in the amendment process, and then proceed to public consultation.

ATTACHMENTS:

1.	Summary of proposed amendments (attach excel spreadsheet)




Manager xxxxx




General Manager xxxxx
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